
 

 

March 18, 2013 
Child’s Play 

One should not have to fight the Department of Justice, the BIA, the FBI and HHS 
to get them to actually do their jobs.   

More than a dozen file Mandated Reports, delivered to all of the above, and not 
one of them has followed the most basic protocols demanded by law, for following 
up those Mandated Reports.  

According to their own legal handbook,  DEFINITIONS of who is an Indian 
Offender and who is a victim and who has jurisdiction, is clearly laid out:  

1IHS/BIA Child Protection Handbook-2004 (IHS/BIA Child Protection Handbook-
2004) Yes, their OWN handbook: Pg. 2: 

Indian Offender: enrolled or recognized as Indian by community of 

origin. 
Who is the Victim:  Victim Crimes,  Indian (enrolled or recognized as 
Indian by community of origin) ,  Indian 

What is the Crime: An offense against the person or property of a victim: 

If the Crime meets the Major Crimes Act definitions: i.e., Murder, 
manslaughter, kidnapping, maiming, sexual abuse, incest, assault with a 
dangerous weapon, assault resulting in serious bodily injury, assault on a 
person less than 16 yrs. old, arson, burglary, robbery, theft under 18 USC 
§ 661 (Authority: 18 USC § 1153) 

Who has Jurisdiction: FEDERAL 

Where does Tribal Jurisdiction hold?  

If the Victim was Indian and the crime falls under the heading of  All remaining 
crimes contained in tribal code: (Authority: tribal code or 25 CFR Pt. 11, if no 
tribal code). 

There is no ‘Sovereignty’ issue in the way of these investigations, only corruption 
and incompetence.  

Further, there is a precise, unambiguous protocol in place for dealing with 
Mandated Reports.  From the BIA IHS Handbook (in place at least since 2005) 

The following:  
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Reporting Child Abuse and Neglect in Indian Country 
 
Each tribe must have an established procedure for reporting child abuse and 
neglect in Indian Country. Tribes may develop, through their own jurisdiction, 
tribal laws that can enhance Public Law 101-647 and 101-630 to provide more 
specific guidelines on reporting and who is mandated to report. In Public Law 
101-647, the Crime Control Act of 1990, mandates that, “Personnel with 
knowledge or reasonable suspicion that a child was abused in Indian Country or 
that actions are being taken or will be taken that would reasonably be expected 
to result in the abuse of a child in Indian Country must immediately report such 
abuse or action to local child protective services or local law enforcement.” Public 
Law 280 covers tribes that are under state jurisdiction and are required to follow 
state law regarding who must report and who to report to.   

Who is required to report?   

Individuals hired in positions involving children are required by law to report any 
suspected child maltreatment. The law designates certain professionals but 
every individual (citizen) is required to report any suspected child abuse and 
neglect concern. Mandated reporters include the following professionals but are 
not limited to these positions: 

A list of who is Mandated to Report: 

MANDATED REPORTERS (P.L. 101-647) 

ALL Healthcare Personnel: 

• Physicians 
• Surgeons 
• Dentists· Nurses 
• Dental hygienists 
• Optometrists 
• Medical examiner 
• Emergency medical technician 
• Paramedic 
• Health care provider 
 
  Education Personnel: 

• Teachers 
• School Counselors 
• Instructional Aides 
• Teacher’s Aides 
• Teacher’s Assistant 
• Bus Drivers 
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• Administrative Officers 
• Supervisors of child welfare and attendance 
• Truancy Officers 
 
Child Care Personnel: 
 
• Child day care worker 
• Head Start teacher 
• Public assistant worker 
• Group home, day care, or residential facility worker 
• Social worker 
 
Mental Health Personnel: 
 
• Psychiatrist 
• Psychologist 
• Psychological assistant 
• Marriage, family or child counselor 
 
Law Enforcement Personnel: 
 
• Law enforcement officer 
• Probation officer 
• Juvenile rehab or retention workers 
• Employees of public agencies responsible for enforcing statutes and judicial 

orders 
 
Receiving a Report In Indian Country: 
 
Any tribal, federal, or local law enforcement agency or respective child protective 
services agency that receives a report alleging abuse shall determine how 
immediately it will initiate an investigation of such allegation and shall determine 
what immediate, appropriate steps are necessary to secure the safety and well-
being of the child or children involved. Most agencies have a priority or 
assessment system which will determine the promptness of the investigations 
and the validity of the report. According to P.L.101-647, it states that "upon 
completion of the investigation of any report of alleged abuse in Indian Country 
that is made to a local law enforcement agency or local child protective services 
agency, such agency (BIA and IHS) shall inform appropriate officials of the other 
child protection agencies, and within 36 hours, prepare and submit a written 
report to the other agencies on such allegation and immediately notify the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation if the abuse occurred in Indian Country and 
involves an Indian child or the alleged abuser is an Indian."  (*Underscore and 
Highlighing, mine) 
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I know I am taking my readers through a primer of the laws and procedures, but 
trust me, this will make clear why I, and several others know that these cases are 
not being investigated properly, and are in fact either being ignored or covered 
up. None of these protocols, as laid out, have been followed. NOT ONE. 

I would say it is incompetence and we’d all roll our eyes at ‘Gubmint Red Tape 
*spit*  and elbow the person standing next to us, but given how Purdon has 
boasted on his other investigations and convictions for Child Trafficking and sex 
offenses, he obviously knows how it is done and how to do it.  Why then, does he 
not do it in Spirit Lake? What is so different about Spirit Lake Reservation that 
suddenly makes USAGs, over the years, decades even, become the acting 
defense counsel for those accused, rather than the prosecutor and investigator?  

Dennis Fisher/Fischer also acted as Defense Counsel for Weenie Boy (now 
known as Chairman Yankton) when he was arrested for massive embezzlement 
of the HUD Funds.  Dennis Fisher ran down to the arraignment proceedings to 
stop them before the ink was even dry on the charges.  He also ran down to the 
Social Services office in Bismarck to prevent a Social worker from filing charges 
against James Yankton, Jr. for raping his daughter, when she showed up there 
with a split lip and told how she had refused him sex, and how he had been 
raping her for years. The Social Worker was forced by his superiors to drop the 
case. Again, you see how long Social Services at all levels, and the USAG's 
office have been colluding to protect the rapists and incest rapists of Spirit Lake? 
This is not thing new.  

Now, Tim Purdon’s office is not following the basic protocols on Mandated 
Reports, and is dismissing the Mandated Reporters (listed above) as if they have 
no standing and have no business making these reports because they are not 
‘witnesses’.  They are MANDATED REPORTERS, just like the Law Enforcement 
Officials and for the same reasons. Crimes are either reported to them, or they 
see evidence or signs that crimes are being committed against those children.  

Purdon has personally cast aspersions on the character and professionalism of 
those who have made these reports, and he has done so professionally and 
publicly.  Whose side is he on? It’s certainly not the side of the Law.  

What good are laws if the very people who are supposed to uphold them ignore 
them?  How does a society hold itself together when the very foundations of law 
which are supposed to yield fairness and protection from harm, are laughed at 
and ignored by the people charged with the authority to uphold and carry out 
those very laws?  

What is left for the Good People of Spirit Lake Nation when their own 
government and the agencies under their control are corrupt?  What is left for 
them when the children are raped and murdered and those who are supposed to 
enforce the laws that are supposed to protect those children, are flouted and 
those who make reports are ridiculed, derided and their safety, career and 
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security are threatened?  

When the laws are ignored, the laws are rendered useless. What is left? How 
would we survive, any of us, if those who had control over our jobs, our homes, 
our food, our schools and our law enforcement, we have no protection, no 
security and no future.   

 

No one chooses to live like that. Corruption is wrong, and it is not the fault of the 
victims of corruption that they are oppressed and denied by it.  

Purdon thinks he can continue to pretend this has all been attended to. It has not. 
NOT ONE REGISTERED SEX OFFENDER WHO HAS CUSTODY OF A CHILD 
HAS BEEN ARRESTED.  

The general outrage over months and years of urgent reports and seeing only 
retaliation against people who report, and now ridicule and character smearing 
by Tim Purdon himself against those who have filed those reports reaches a 
surreal climax when, after all of this, his pronouncement of ‘progress’ comes in 
the form of “Look! We have mobile Fingerprinting Machines!”  

Children are being raped, and he’s praising a fingerprinting machine as 
‘progress’.   

It’s a non sequitur of the highest magnitude. It makes no sense. And yet, there he 
stands, waiting for applause from the assembled masses.  

I don’t know how many people living in North Dakota are impressed with his 
performance.  How many feel that if they report a child is being raped or living 
with a predator in their neighborhood, would rejoice and be at ease if they see he 
dealt with the problem by purchasing a mobile fingerprinting machine, but failed 
to remove the children.   

The rez is no different than any other community. They all want their children to 
be safe. They all want things to be better. They want to not be afraid that if they 
speak up, they’ll lose their job, their home or be beaten up, their children stolen 
from them and sold, or their homes burnt to the ground with them sleeping 
inside…  

They want that when they report an assault, burglary, drug dealing, kidnapping, 
rape, incest, that they won’t be ignored or retaliated upon.  

Further, they should not have to know that the Federal Agencies that are 
responsible will, instead of fixing the problems, be the ones retaliating upon 
them, or covering up and defending those who do.  

If you or I go to the police to report a crime, we expect an investigation. Why 
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does the most powerful law enforcement agency in the USA operate just the 
opposite of what we expect in Indian Country?  Because they are corrupt. And, 
with the way they have handled these child rapes, incest and murders in Spirit 
Lake, it shows, clear as day.  

Ask Purdon how many children have been rescued from the Registered Sex 
Offenders.  He cannot and will not tell you. I will. Zero.  

 

Also from the BIA IHS Handbook: 

Is the name of the person who initiates the report disclosed? 

According to federal law governing Indian Country, the identity of any 
person making a report within the boundaries of Indian Country shall not 
be disclosed without the consent of the individual, to any person other 
than a court of competent jurisdiction or an employee of an Indian tribe, a 
state or the federal government who may need to know the information in 
the performance of such employee’s duties. 

What happens if a person fails to report?   

Failure to immediately report the abuse of a child in Indian Country, or 
actions being taken that would reasonably be expected to result in the 
abuse of a child in Indian Country, to local child protective services or local 
law enforcement is a federal crime. Most states laws also require penalties 
for individuals who do not report child maltreatment. According to P.L.101-
647, mandated reporters who fail to immediately report to local law 
enforcement or local child protective services agency shall be fined not 
more than $5,000 or imprisoned for not more than 6 months, or both. Any 
supervisor or person in a position of authority over a mandated reporter 
who inhibits or prevents that person from making a report can also be 
penalized. 

And this next part goes directly to how illegal it was for the Tribe to hire Mark 
Little Owl in the first place:  

The Indian Child Protection and Family Violence Prevention Act of 1990 
states that no person who has been found guilty of, or entered a plea of 
nolo contendere or guilty to, any offense under federal, state or tribal law 
that involves crimes of violence; a sex offense, more specifically sexual 
assault, molestation, exploitation, contact or prostitution; or crimes against 
persons shall be employed in a position having regular contact with or 
control over Indian children. Also, an offense involving a child or drug 
felony may be grounds for denying employment or for dismissal from a 
position with regular contact or control over Indian children. This law also 
mandates the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Health Service, and tribes 
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establish minimum standards of character and to conduct background 
investigations for all employees in positions having regular contact with or 
control over Indian children to ensure that potentially abusive individuals 
are identified and precluded or removed from those positions. 

And yet, with the BIA Strike Team and their Leadership looking on and nodding 
their approval… there he is. No sooner had they ‘cleaned up’ his previous 
convictions as “mistakes” than he committed another violent offense… but has 
not lost his job as Director of Tribal Social Services.  

It goes on… and on… and on. 

Purdon can sweat it out on interviews all he wants. He’s a pompous ass.  He can 
condescend, dodge, lie all he wants, but what he has done and what he has 
failed to do, is clear. The children are not rescued, not protected, not safe, but 
they do have a fancy Mobile Fingerprint Machine so someone made a buck or 
two.  

It’s like being told there is a gang of arsonists, and presenting a freshly baked 
cake as proof that you have ‘done something’.  

We are not done. Clearly, we have so much more to do. We all want justice. If we 
can’t bring it to Spirit Lake, we can’t expect it for ourselves. We must hold them 
all accountable. ALL ACCOUNTABLE.  All the way up the ladder to the marbled 
halls and dark corners from which issues the worst offenses against children, our 
future and our nation.  

We are all related. We are all connected. This is our work. This is where we 
define ourselves as Citizens involved, aware and unwaivering.  

This blog has never asked for a dime in donations from anyone.  All I ask is that 
you act: Phone, email, fax, write, speak out.  They work for US, the people. Not 
the corrupt. Not the crooks. Not the rapists. If you don’t like their answers, it’s 
because they have forgotten that little detail.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 

NOTE: The Blog is showing it’s age. It’s crumbling structure more of a pain to 
patch up than it is worth. I will be revamping the entire site over the next few 
weeks or longer to make it a little more current and stable.  

While I am doing that, there will only be ‘Printer Versions’ of the blog available 
and some of the navigation buttons may not work. (we’re revamping the entire 
navbar while we’re at it.)  

I’m hoping this doesn’t take more than a few weeks (I work on other things as 
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well and no end to the small and major chores around here.) 

Don’t worry if it is ‘down’ for a day or two.  

Thank you all, in advance, for your patience.  

Cat 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 


